1
OU Pshat in the Parsha 2026-2027
Rabbi Shmuel Goldin

Parting Salvos
I. Unfinished Business
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Remember what Amalek did to you on your journey, after you left Egypt— how,
he happened upon you on the way when you were famished and weary, and cut
down all the stragglers in your rear, and he (? You?) did not fear Hashem.
And it shall be when Hashem your God grants you safety from all your enemies

around you, in the land that Hashem your God is giving you as a portion to
acquire, you shall “erase the memory of Amalek from under heaven. Do not
forget!

e What defines an enemy as Amalek?

e What did Amalek do that was so reprehensible?

® Are Amalekites still identifiable? Note omission in the Rambam:
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It is a positive commandment to annihilate the seven nations who dwelled
in Eretz Yisrael as Deuteronomy 20:17 states: 'You shall utterly destroy
them.'
Anyone who chances upon one of them and does not kill him violates a
negative commandment as ibid.:16 states: 'Do not allow a soul to live.' And
the memory of them has already been obliterated (they are no longer
identifiable).
e What is the source of this last statement? How do | know that it is true?
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Similarly, it is a positive commandment to destroy the memory of Amalek
as the Torah states: 'Obliterate the memory of Amalek.’

It is also a positive commandment to constantly remember their evil deeds
and their ambush in order to arouse our enmity of them, as the Torah
states: 'Remember what Amalek did to you.' The Oral Tradition teaches:
...Remember' - with your mouths; ...Do not forget' - in your hearts.' For it is
forbidden to forget our hatred and enmity of them.

e Bottom line: Counter intuitive: Remember to forget?

Il. Appropriate Choice?
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When you enter the land that Hashem your God is giving you as a heritage, and
you possess it and settle in it,
you shall take some of every first fruit of the soil, which you harvest from the
land that Hashem your God is giving you, put it in a basket and go to the place
where Hashem your God will choose to establish the divine name.
You shall go to the priest in charge at that time and say to him, “l acknowledge
this day before Hashem your God that | have entered the land that HASHEM
swore to our fathers to assign us.”
The priest shall take the basket from your hand and set it down in front of the
altar of Hashem your God.
You shall then recite as follows before Hashem your God: “My father was a
fugitive Aramean. He went down to Egypt with meager numbers and sojourned
there; but there he became a great and very populous nation.
The Egyptians dealt harshly with us and oppressed us; they imposed heavy labor
upon us.
We cried to Hashem, the God of our ancestors, and Hashem heard our plea and
saw our plight, our misery, and our oppression.
HASHEM freed us from Egypt by a mighty hand, by an outstretched arm and
awesome power, and by signs and portents,
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bringing us to this place and giving us this land, a land flowing with milk and
honey.
And so | now bring the first fruits of the soil that You, O ETERNAL One, have given
me.”
You shall leave the basket before Hashem your God and bow low before Hashem
your God.
And you shall enjoy, together with the Levite and the stranger in your midst, all
the bounty that Hashem your God has bestowed upon you and your household
e What ceremony is described in this passage?
e When during the year was this ceremony observed?
e During what ceremony do we study this section together each year?
e Why? Is this the choice you would make?
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You stand this day, all of you, before Hashem your God: your tribal heads, your
elders, and your officials—the entire body of Israel—

your children, your wives, even the stranger within your camp, from woodchopper
to waterdrawer,

to enter into the covenant of Hashem your God, which Hashem your God is
concluding with you this day, with its sanctions;

in order to establish you this day as God’s people and in order to be your Hashem,
as promised you and as sworn to your fathers Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob.

| make this covenant, with its sanctions, not with you alone,

but both with those who are standing here with us this day before Hashem our
Hashem and with those who are not with us here this day.


https://d.docs.live.net/Deuteronomy
https://d.docs.live.net/Deuteronomy

5
OU Pshat in the Parsha 2026-2027
Rabbi Shmuel Goldin

e What is the nature of this covenant ?
e With whom is it transacted?
o |sitlegal?
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e Why is a second covenant required?
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Never again did there arise in Israel a prophet like Moses—whom HASHEM singled

out, face to face,
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for the various signs and portents that HASHEM sent him to display in the land of
Egypt, against Pharaoh and all his courtiers and his whole country,
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and for all the great might and awesome power that Moses displayed before all
Israel.
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e According to Rashi, is this the final event by which we are to remember
Moshe?

e This was, at the least, a potentially controversial action on Moshe’s part
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Thereupon HASHEM said to me, “Carve out two tablets of stone like the first, and
come up to Me on the mountain; and make an ark of wood.
| will inscribe on the tablets the commandments that were on the first tablets that
you smashed, and you shall deposit them in the ark.”
| made an ark of acacia wood and carved out two tablets of stone like the first; |
took the two tablets with me and went up the mountain.
After inscribing on the tablets the same text as on the first—the Ten
Commandments that HASHEM addressed to you on the mountain out of the fire
on the day of the Assembly—HASHEM gave them to me.
Then | left and went down from the mountain, and | deposited the tablets in the
ark that | had made, where they still are, as HASHEM had commanded me.
e What item Is referenced by Moshe 4 times in five sentences?
e Why is this item so important in Moshe’s mind?



